:o6                       Richelieu

0624-

no longer made a treaty with the Protestant party
as with a foreign power; he received their submis-
sion as conquered rebels. They were required to
surrender all their fortified cities, and their existence
as a political party was terminated. RicheTieii him-
self superintended the destruction of the fortifica-
tions of no less than twenty of the thirty-eight
walled towns, which the Protestants had held a
few years before.

The exercise of their religion was secured to
Catholics in the places in which it had been for-
bidden. " The ark beat down the temple of Da-
gon," said Richelieu, "and God entered in triumph
the places from which His worship had been sac-
rilegiously banished." The Cardinal established
numerous Jesuit and Capuchin missions In Protest-
ant towns, and rebperved and embellished churches
which had long been closed. His qualities as a
statesman did not prevent his being a strong and,
at times, a bitter Catholic. He has related the
conversion of a Protestant town with a satisfaction
that we would have expected in Louis XIV., but
which seems strange in Richelieu.

" I cannot forget," he writes, " the goodness of God
in the conversion of all the people of the city of Aubenas.
The Seigneur d'Ornano had the arms of the Huguenots
conveyed to the ch&teau, and lodged his soldiers, who
were in the city, with the Huguenots, exempting the
Catholics. At once, fifteen or twenty were converted
and abjured their heresy; they were soon followed by a
greater number, until, finally, two hundred and fifty
families were converted in less than three weeks.''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